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A FEW PLAIN QUESTIONS, 

[ ropased, for the consideration of those w 
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matntarn the doctrine that Jesus Christ 
himself is truly God, 


Are God and Christ two Beings, or 
one Being? 

If the Father and the Christ (the 
anonted*) are two Beings, each of them 
Gol, are they not then two Gods ? 

. Ifthe Father and the Christ are but 
one yn and one God, then is it not evi- 
dent, that what is true of the Father, 
must be true of Christ the Son and the 
Father and Son in this case be- 
ing but two different names for one and 
_ same God? 

lft the Christ 
. anointed him? 


anointed , 


(the anointed) be God, 

Did be anoint him- 
self being at once both the anointer and 
the anointed? See Luke 18: Act 


Le. Jauue 
5. Ifthe Father be unbegotten, and the 
Son begotten, and iui they both are one and 
the same Betng, then does it not follow 


that the same Being is both begotten and 


unbegotten ? 

lf Christ, and the being styled in 
scripture the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, be one and the same Being, 
then does it not follow that Christ is the 
God and father of himself ? 

lf the Father and the Son be the 
same individual Being, does it not follow 
that Christ is both the father and the son 
of himself? that he sent himself? ascen- 
ded to himself when he ascended to His 
Father and our Father, to his God and our 
God, John xx. 17? and now sitteth at the 
right hand of himself? that he prayed to 
himself, when he prayed to his Father, 
whom he callsthe only true God, John 
Xvi. 3? and submitted his own will to the 
will of himself, when he prayed to the 
Father, Luke xxii. 42, “ not my will but 
thine be done 2” and forsook himselfywhen 
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he prayed t to > the Father, Matt. xxvii. 46, 
‘“‘My God! my God! why hast thou for- 
saken me ? 

8. If Christ be God Almighty, posses- 
sed of all power, with what truth could he 
declare, that’ of his own self he could do 
nothing, John v. 19, 30; and that to sit 
on his right hand, and on his left, was not 
his to give, Mitt. xx. 23? 

Was God Almighty the infinite, e- 
ternal, and unchangeable Jehovah, oncea 
helpless infant, indebted to the care of 
one of his own creatures for protection 
from injury, and for the supplies of ani- 
mal life, and carried from place to place at 
the will of his nurse in her supporting 
arms ? 

10. Was the Being who alone is omnti- 
present, and who filleth heaven and earth 
with his presence, once confined in a 
mortal body, removable from place to 
place ? 

11. If Christ be the omniscient God, fo 
whom are perfectly koown all times and 
all events, past present, and to come, with 
what truth could he say. ‘‘ Of that day 
and hour knoweth no man, no, not the an- 
eels which are in heaven, netther the Son, 
but the Father,’ Mark xu. 32? 

12. Can it be true in any sense whatev- 
er that the very same being coul 
norant of that day and at the same time 
know it ; - what langnege could Christ 
have used, which would more clearly 
have expessed both his own ignorance and 
that oi ‘all other beings whatever, but the 
Father, concerning that day ? 

13. If Christ be God, the ever-lasting 
God, who only hath life and immortality 
in himself, who was it that expired on the 
cross, after pray: ng, Luke xxi. 46, ‘* Fa- 
ther, into thy hands | commend my spirit”’ 
(or deliver up my breath) ? 

14. Did Christ know that he and his 
Father were one Being, when he said to 
the Jews,John vii. 17,18, “‘Itis written in 
your law, the testimony of tw 9 men is true 

iam one that bear witness of myself, and 
the Fathev who sent me beareth witness o! 
me ?” 
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290, Did the real and very Christ him- 


«elf, and in his proper person, actually die 
ou the crass f 
1. if we should say “no,” to the pre- 
coding question, do we not deny the real- 
vy of Christ’s death and thus deny the 
rpiures : 
2, Ifthe realand very Christ himself, 
in his proper person died, was ita 
man, asuperangehe being, or God himself 
that died was laid in the sepulchre, and on 


{ie third day was restored to life ? 

53. Did the Jews in reality crucify God 
Almighty . Was the Creator and uphol- 
der of all thi nes pi ut to death by his own 
creatures ? and did the the uni- 
verse actually expire ? 

1. 'f the God of nature had ceased to 
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are essentini to each other, and that 
re e, support 
and further, 
the one ts the spirit of the other ; so that 
the profession of the one is the profession 
' the other, and the de nying of the one 

's the denying of the other. 

Hi, aving proceeded thus far, a number 
of the most shocking and biasphemous ab- 
surdities rushed on my mind, and the name 
of Aber L. Cranpacr,” pastor of a 
Church im Ag lams, N. Y. stood pledged 
for the defence ot the mail. 

T he angel suidto. Joseph ; “= Thou shalt 
call his nuine Jesus, for he shall save his 
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and defend 
that the spirit of 
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people from their sins.” According +, 
this ang ‘hic declaration, the name of Jc 
impites the salvation of sinners < but j 


tins name that the Rey. 


Abel L. Crandall. 
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pastor a Congrerational Church 
Adams, N. Y. excludes ; a pious youne stu 
Gent in ¢ivinity, from fellows! Ip, fo ‘a 

ing the doctrine of endless punishimey 
Is the doctrine of endless punishment and 
the doctrine ofthe, alyation of sinner th 
same! The prophet says, ‘in his y 
shall the Gentiles trust.” Does this mean 
that the Gentiles shall ¢rust in che doe tri 
of endless punishment! This would 
respond, truly, ne common usage 

as this doctrine of endless punishy en! 

/ made aterm of iowebis in the chur 
whoever believes if is thereby rendered 
worthy of said fellowship; so that whoe, 
er trusts inthe doctrine of endless punis! 


ment shall be as mount Zion, that never 
shall be moved! 

Jesus said; ** Where two or three are 
sathered together in my name, there 
in the midstof them.”? Accerding io tv 
absurdity uncer consideration, the m 
ing is, where two or three are vat 
véther m the doctrine of endless punis): 
ment, there is Christ inthe midst of them! 
Solomon says; * Lhe name of the Lord i 
a strong tower; the righteous runneth in- 
to it, and is safe.”’ This answers well to 
our subject. —The doctrine of endless pun- 
ishment is a streng tower, and in this tow- 
er our rightecus people are safe! Their 
contidence Is, ‘that they shall be saved in 
an everlasting salvation, because they be- 
lieve in the cectrine of endless 
ment! ‘They s:y, 
ject; it is best to be on the safe side ; and 
though the doctrine of universal salvation 
it is best to believe the 
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may be true, yet 
contrary that we may be sure. Aguin, the 
wise man Says ; oc A good name ts belter 


than precious ointment ;’’ and iis vers 
clear that there is 10 ointment that will an- 
swer in the reom of endless punish ment 
David, speaking of the goodness and ple Cas 
aniness of brethren dwe Hing together in 
unity, comps ared it, among other thing 

the “ointment on Aaron’s head, that ron 
down upon his be ara, and reached to th 
skirts of his garment,’ and said that 
“there the Lor rd commanded the blessing, 
even life forever more.’ It seems that 
Br. Robbins was desirous to dwell wit! 
his brethren of the church in unity, and 
firmly believed in the doctrine of life for- 
evermore. but all this availed bim nothine; 
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he lacked the sweet savour of i doctrine 
of endless punishment; and theretore, 
with all his love and unity he was ** exclu- 
ded from the communion of the church! 
Jesus said to his disciples, ** What soev- 
er ye shall ask in my name that will ldo. 
Ac -ccording to our subject, all the prayers 
which are offered in the name of C hrist 
must be in conformity to the doctrine of 
endlicss punishment, and then they will be 
duly answered! Jesus pronused that ** the 
But 
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after all. it must be allowed, that rn this 
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name, he declares sh; ll in the last day be: 
accepted ; when those who cry Lord! 
Lord! who value themselves on their 
faith, though great enough to perform mir- 
acles, but have neglected good works, 
shall be rejected, He professed that he 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners 
to rep ntance, which implied his modest 
opinion, that there were some in his time 
sO cood that they ice cl not t he ar even him 
improvement. But now- a-days we 
ave scarcely a little parson, that does not 
ie k it the duty of every man within his 

ich to sit under his petty ministration, 
oa that whoever omits this offends God. 
}wish to such more humility, and to you 
health and firmness. 

Being your friend and servant. 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, 
PUBLIC CONTROVERSY. 

\ public discussion of a Theological na- 
ture has recently occurred in the city of 
Philadelphia, between the Rev. W. L. 
M’Carca, a Presbyterian; andthe Rey. 
A. Kwrenanp, a Universalist. The dis- 
cussion was ‘continued four days. From 
the nature and importance of the subject 
and the reputed abilities of the Disputants, 
this controversy must have been deeply 


to the auditory. 


Interesting 
rom te Plal. (jaz etteer. | 

The Theological Discussion on the 

question, * Is the punishment of the wick- 
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ed absolutely eternal, &c.”? was closed on 
rriday last, at half past 6 o’clock, e.. 
The church was thronged the whole time, 
and on the last afternoon the crowd was 
immense, Each party spoke ten hours, in | 
speeches of SO minutes each, according to 

the rules pres ‘ribed, 
The argument principally turned on the 
willof God. Mr. M’Calla acknowledged 
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hati it could be proved that the will of 


frod (who wll have all men to be saved- 
Sc.) was his will of purpose, and not mere, 
ly a will of precept,—which might be 
counteracted, then it must be lo, gically 
concluded that all men, universally, 7 will 
be saved. This argument was fairly met 
end completely silenced. It was shown 
that the counsel of God must stand, and 
that he will do all his pleasure. Isa. xlvi. 
Oo. ‘That the pleasure of the Lord shall 
prosper in the hand of the Messiah. (Isa. 
lit. 10,) whocame not to condemn (ina 
ino) the world but fo save (ina Soso} the 
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|W ords UtON, qionion, &c. which Was Mos! 
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) and that no weap 
on formes | ‘against him shall pros pe r, | 
liv. 17. That the will of God is accord: 
to his good pleasure, which he purposed in 
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himself, that in the spe ation of the 
fulness of times, he might gather tovet! 


in one, all things in C iris t, both whi hy 
are in Heaven, and which are on earth - 
eveninhim. Eph. i.9,19. To this ar- 
gument, although he had the last speech, 


Mr. M. made no reply. 
There was an aioniun fizht about the 


ee 


’ ° e 
ly lost to the audience, and which ended 


d which 
nearly where it commenced, certain) 
how ever, without any thing being gained 
in favor of endless misery; and whic] 
was sufficient to convince every ratio: 
mind of the weakness of the cause whici 
depends on such nice verbal criticisms fo 
its support. No rational man can belli 
any thing esssential to salvation which 
not plain!y and clearly revealed, and whi 
depends on something better than such 


quivocal terms for its support. 

Mr. M. admitted, moweret, that (] 
word azon from ieee comes uionion, 
equivocal anc may mean a maa’s life, 
age, adispensation, the duration of t} 
earth, as wellas an absolute eterni ity. 

Mr. K. from the very oe rep. 
edly, called on Mr. M. show the i. 


which required absol sae praca punish 
nent as a penalty for its transgression.— 
coe ar Gyent was not met at all, or even 

iitemy nted iby Mr. M. He also challeng 
oil him to show that God had ever threa! 
ened man with punishment after death, 
either inthe writings of Moses, or of ail 
the prophets. ‘These two «ergument 
which were principally rel keg upon | 
Mr. K. werenever met by Mr. 3M. 

The whole discussion has Be n taken 
down in short ee by a stenographer em- 
ployed for the purpose, and several oth- 
ers took notes, and it Is expected that the 
whole will be published to the world. It 
has been one of the most important dis- 
cussions which ever took place in this city, 
or perhaps in the world, and which will 
be read with interest by generations yet 
to come. 
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[FOR THE HERALD. | 
Brotner Morse » Sir—In looking over 
the columns of the New-York Statesman 
of the 20th July, I could not but observe 
an editorial remark upon the theological 
combat, (as he was pleased to term it) 
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Mr. Milner has given some account of 


the council at Constantinople, in A. D. 
31, Hesays, There came together 350 
bishops council was very confused 
and | diso rderly, grea lly inferior in wisdom 
{ prety to the council of Nice. —* 
h and charity was low 
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at that 


and 
tion was hic! 
time. 

This council very accurately defined 
he nea of the trinity, and, saben veda 
icene creed, they delivered it 
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as Wwe now have it in our common ser- 
vice.” + Macedonian heresy, which 
blasph aul th e Holy Ghost, gave occa- 


sion to amore 
the third person in the Trinity.” 
p, 184, 183d 

~ We may here remark— 

i. {ff Mr. Milner be cofrect in stating 
he pum ber of this council at 350 bis hops, 
nd Mosheim be correct as to the number 
> to the doc- 
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who gave the 
trine of three persons in one + God. 
follow that this Was giy- 
en by the minor part of the council, For 
Mosheim states the number who did 
at 150 bishops. He not say 
vy more were present—* But fac 
‘hand charity was low at this 
we may perhaps rec- 
two accounts 
cording to Milner 
ile the 
cave a more explicu " presentation 
id person tn the Trinity.” It does 
appear that the Nicene council gave any 
ntation”’ of the LHoly Spirit as a 
erson, nor any idea of three distinct per- 
ons tn one God. And the additions made 
to their creed by the council at Constan‘t- 
hople, mery perhaps be justly altributed to 
the spirit and character of the council as 
civen by Mr. Milner. Ele not only states 
that faction was high and charity was low 
at this time, but also that the council was 
very eo nf use dl: and ereatly a- 
fervor in wisdom and piety to the council 
at Nice, 

That the church ir 
made rapid advances 
very evident both from Mosheim and 
Milner. And if we may give credit to 
W bat h: id be ‘on collec te a from these two 
historians, are we not justly entiiled to 
this conclusion, that the doctrine of three 
distinct persons inone God had its birih 
in the allezo ry of Origen, its growth in the 
legeneracy of — church, its maturity or 
| y’ ina very confused and 
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and charity was low? and shall it be deem 
ed a crime to callin question the correct 
ness of a doctrine / 
bring it to the 
ation ? 

It ever the chara 
sive rise to suspicions resp¢ ecting the c 
rectne ss of their result. such was the 
character of the council that eave th 
“ finishing touch” to the docirine of thre 
persons in one God. A worse 
never perhaps given to a 
which bore the Christian nan ew. Mr 
Milner has given to the counc cil of Con 
stantinople. Let it appears that this is 
the first council that ever 
doctrine of three persons in one God. 
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To the Editor of the Heral 7 
Dean Strn—l believe “ will be almo 
universally admitted that there are bu! 
three distinct systems of doctrine in th 
christian world, viz. Calvinism, Arminian 
isin, and Universalism. ‘There are also 
three distinct forms of government, Ades 


Monarchy, Aristocracy and Democrac: 
The following r inquiry naturally suggests 
is there not astr iking similarity | 
tween the three distinct systems of doc- 
trine, and the three differsat forms of go 
Although [ am much opposed 
to the blending of politics and religion, yei 
[ cannot but think that the one ce have 
had some influence upon the other.* | 
recollect a conversation that happeyed in 
my hearing (perhaps twenty years ago, 
when politics ran high in a ae et he 
tween two of my neighbors, w! how | Knew 
to differ as much in polities as in reli gion 
the one being a decided Calvinist, and the 
other knew not what to believe. On oui 
return from immediate iy 
hearing a sermon on the sere 
of God, in which tke We cher set forth 


itself: 


ernment ? 
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il decr % 


the doctrine of John Calvin tn its most 
awful colors. “Well,” said the Calvinist 


neighbor, ‘how did you hke the 
preaching 2”? ‘* Not at all,” replies the 
1 ‘but [ think ita very consisient 
for a great part of the world. 1 

think it peculiarly adapted to monarchial 
governments, Only y pers 
nit tyranny and wnequality in heaven, and 
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